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A discussion of the Transfiguration by Raphael
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Transfiguration of the Lord Matthew 17:1-9

=+ Intoday’s Gospel, just before the Transfiguration
scene, Jesus predicted his passion, with all the suf-
fering it would entail, and the apostles who accom-
panied Jesus were privileged to see Him as he would
appear for all eternity, after he entered his glory at
the right hand of the Father.

The light that transformed Jesus and dazzled the
apostles was not a’light’ from outside shinning upon
him; it came from within, the grace of God, trans-
forming Jesus’human body.

=+ Today, Jesus wants to give us a glimpse of his
glory. He wants to assure us that he is the Lord: alive,
powerful, and close to us. Jesus invites us to lift our
eyes and our hearts toward heaven and ask the Holy
Spirit to give us spiritual eyes to see him, especially in
the Holy Eucharist.

=+ The Transfiguration makes clear that God the
Father is calling us tolisten’ to Jesus, to follow and
obey him, and to gain eternal life through him.

Listening to Christ means getting to know him, un-
derstanding his heart, and heeding his call in our lives.

* Jesus Christ is God’s own Son, sent by the Father
to be our guide to fulfillment, to the meaning and
happiness we all long for.

* There is no other name under heaven given to
humanity by which we are to be saved. Christ alone
is the answer, the secret to a life lived to the full.

* All we need to do is listen to him, to turn our gaze
to him. How? By spending time in heartfelt prayer, by
delving into the marvelous teachings of the Church,
by steeping ourselves in the priceless living waters of
the Gospels and the rest of Holy Scripture, by expe-
riencing Christ himself truly present in the Eucharist,
and most of all by doing his will each day with faith,
hope, and love, no matter what the cost.

As we receive Jesus Christ in the Eucharist today, let
us heed and trust in the Father’s words to us:

“This is my beloved Son, with whom [ am well please:
listen and obey him.”

Fr. Gene Grabowski
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