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Give All for the Kingdom

We all love ourselves. We love who we are. We love our bodies. For this
reason, we place a high premium on the integrity of their bodies. Given any
chance, we would not want to lose any part of our bodies for whatever reason.
We would like to carry all our limbs and organs fully intact to the grave. But,
sometimes, it does happen that some parts of our bodies, a limb or an organ
can become so diseased as to threaten the very life of a person. In such

a situation, the medical doctor will normally prescribe the removal of the
diseased part of the body. That is, the amputation of the diseased part or the
excision of the diseased organ in order to save the life of the individual. Thus,
the patient may have to lose the body part, hand, or log, or eye, or ear, ora
lung, or a kidney efc., to stay alive. In most cases, though the patient is pained
by the suggestion, the patient is expected and will go along with the doctor’s
prescription. Hardly, will a patient prefer death rather than losing a diseased
part of the body. In other words, even though we absolutely value our limbs
and organs, keeping them intact, even when they become problems to us is
not as important or valuable as staying physically alive and in better health.

Al of the above effort is for us to stay alive and well on earth, which the Bible
teaches that is passing away with all the things in it. So, however, important
staying physically alive is o us, it can never be compared with possession of
the kingdom of God in heaven, a life of joy and etemal happiness. We cannot
have this physical life forever even if we have the best of doctors and specialists
at our beck and call attending to our cases. One day, sooner or later, the end
shall still come. By contrast, life in the kingdom of God is etemal. It is also
indescribably superior, happier, more rewarding, and richer. St. Paul describes
it better when he says, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human
heart conceived, what God has prepared for all those who love him” (1 Cor. 2:9).
That is the life in the kingdom to which the Lord has invited us.

Now, if people are prepared to sacrifice their limbs and organs literally to
save their physical lives on earth, which is so temporary, imagine how they
would need to make a similar and even more sacrifice to secure and protect
their life eternal in the kingdom of God. They should be prepared to give
everything, sacrifice their limbs and organs metaphorically to secure their

life in the kingdom of God. This is the call, Our lord Jesus is making today

to all his disciples. Does he mean that you should amputate or incise your
parts physically? No. he does not mean our physical legs, limbs, and organs.
He means that we should do away with anything that is causing a spiritual
disease in our lives. They can be persons, things, businesses, jobs, activities,
associations, etc., that we would describe as important to us, our right hand/
apple of our eyes, but they are not good to our spiritual development, or that
they separate us from the love of Christ.
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Of course, there is no harm in having such friendships and relationships or =
activities in our lives. They are naturally good things in our lives. They can

be harmless, too. But when having or following their promptings in our lives e QYT 2eu -2 Sl 1
threaten our spirituality or possession of the kingdom of God, then they
become like salt that has lost its taste. They are no longer good for eating
and may even become poisonous to health, our spiritual health. In other
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words, should we continue to keep or associate with them, we un the risk of (% o T 23l -7k 15 4e) A S A% FAsAY 15

losing God and his kingdom. It happens when meeting the demands of those
acquaintances or friendships makes us go against God's will or our spiritual good.

Therefore, Jesus commands us today that if and whenever such occasions

should arise, we should be prepared to cut off those limbs and organs for the
sake of the kingdom. Let us be prepared to cut off everything that is blocking
us from seeing God and relating with him in all the things we do. We should 5
be ready to forgo all things for the sake of God’s kingdom and our eternal o]
happiness. We rather lose our possession on earth than our life in heaven. °]
For as the Bible teaches, “what does it profit a person to gain all the world and o
lose their eternal life”?” Again, the Book of Deuteronomy teaches us to love o
God with all our hearts, all our minds, all our strength and everything we got. ;_
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