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Lessons from the Healing of Bartimeus Rev. innocent Amasiorah

He was a blind man who had been in his situation for years. He never
thought he would ever see again. But one day while he took his usual spot
for begging, since he would not fend for himself again in any other helpful
way, he was granted his heart’s utmost yearning. He never knew that the
same spot which represented his agony would some time become his place
of exultation or, call it, his resurrection garden. It started when he noticed

an unusual crowd traffic around him. He was curious. He asked what was
going on, and he was told that Jesus was passing by. He might have heard
about Jesus before then or not. But the way he addressed Jesus was
indicative that he wasn't ignorant of him. Besides, Jesus’ fame had gone all
over the region, as the Scripture always testifies. Would the blindman have
wished for an opportunity to meet Jesus? We don't know. But even if he did,
those were mere wishes. How could he reach Jesus, knowing he was blind
and helpless and seeing today that no one was willing to help him?

Yet, there came a day when the grace of God discovered him. As Jesus
passed by, he cried out, “Son of David have pity on me.” Jesus moved on
as if he didn't hear him pleading to be healed. Bartimeus was undeterred
and unrelenting. The crowd tried to hinder him. They stood between

him and Jesus. They shouted him down and told him that Jesus wasn't
interested in his condition; that Jesus would not listen to him, and that he
should, therefore, shut up and bother Jesus no longer. But the more they
tried to intimidate him, the more Bartimeus raised his voice beyond the
crowd and shouted even louder. So, Jesus stopped and demanded that he
should be brought to him. The blind man immediately sprang up and began
to go to Jesus. He threw off his cloak and would not let anyone hold or lead
him. After all, these were the same people that wanted to stop him. The
throwing aside of his cloak represented a choice of a new life in Jesus. St
Paul advises that, since you have now believed in Christ, you are to put off
the former way of life, the old man (you) which is being corrupted according
to its desires (Eph. 4:22).

My brothers and sisters, pray that your day of blessings would come so that
all those who tried to stop you would turn around and wonder how good
God had become to you. Did you also notice that before the miracle Jesus
suspended everything he was doing and focused on Bartimeus. Come to
think of it: “Jesus stopped” to wait on the blind man. | interpret this gesture
to mean that everything in heaven and on earth was still for the blind man
who never gave up crying to Jesus for help, despite the unsurmountable
obstacles. Are you willing to look away from the crowded trials and
challenges, sickness, failures, mistakes, guilt, oppositions, disappointments
around you and focus on Jesus alone without giving up?

4 FoIR0NA A&

B2 E o= e et v AX AHUY I U £ £ S
Aolete AZt2A} @4 o] gyt sA T o= TE B4 T
Aste Agof grob QG e WHORE ANEE EE$ A
Uttt 28dE 19w 8 71 2 ~do] o]FREYL 1
=AY 15 A 1 A Azt 19 71“”ﬂ 2,5
F3o] o] g AolgtaE AZelA FPHUL e THMW
AEO] BATE RS Boty, gadiAAl F& YAA ZofHot
o] XMGEH ”‘oHTM Y}, 1& 1y

1B
T
of: Ao A=A AnEAT ZEAAT,

ok
A
=
G
o
=
%) 7
=

N,
o
—o
o oyo
rr e
o, >
°
ul
|
o r
re
oL
>
Ir
=2
o
ol
o
r\j

>, rlo to
B
N
>,\I
o
°
o
o
N
Mr
es

o
=2
Salh
L3

o
=
A b
o
—d
[
mlm B
:g
_‘
Ay
59
‘F
o

2 i
o,
X,
2
-
oC
=2,
X,
R
)
Y
o)
>0,
=2
iﬁé
oy
°
=

Je9F shbd o 287k utEEE] @ 5 A S o] iy
ddol AW W, 1= U9 AEolAl o, A IX}
IS Eof FAA LY 2ha RS T e S 1
Afpagehs 19 e 24 g2 X AWHlEU. H}EﬂUﬂ
Q= dEeHA S AG dRFUETES 18 Wstd ds
e 28k el Afolo] AN 1E 243] A7l Y
th oS 119 Al dol fltk, dd e 19 B 24
g Aoy 1Rk 9 BE L e S F5EelA Bk g glEY
ot shA R 158 she] Ad S, niEE L= Y % Sarz
AREH. A ‘é?ﬂW ALE WFA L, HIZEV 2.E v ety
FoEUth wHEAE SA doju deHA 2 ""WA‘GHE}.
T AN B2S Yoj|A L, FrelAk Olﬂﬂxl gokaUt
Svfaid, 150] vie 28 oy R ARSI eyt
RS QAR ALE o Skl *HE are A etk
A”‘Ol FHTL A% }%3 Fet 1gAEE WA HYlonw
A AAEE W), Sl weh ehete ks o A Blofr g ok
ok AU (el 2 4:22)

FAAY olef L, oAelE e F5 Eo] £V 7| metA L. 1
dojgs 1oy AW e o]5o] HopAA st-dAA of®
AA drit 2 S HFHEAE w2 Ay 23 7]4
of dojuy] defl drd & Aol dHd BE U5 THskal HH2E
WA Feahauh. eed BEAR = A2 ool
Srg 2P Qs 2718k ok wHolE fld skt g
o BE o] IF A HHve A drstia s A gy o
el FHY FEE ARG 24, A, A, A, A7 ik
Ae Wz o 7% A5 S07F Hol Ssut?




20241 B AHE 310

"AnE AZE I A A"
1. 1A 2 A7) 22 )
2. B Yate} 79 molo] A ol
3. AltA) BAst

L¢3 273 ea 8. Y "jAF 4 ok

« FYUHAL T AE T & HEA]Y] « AT 10¥ 309(5)

T e = 0. 2% 83 9l : A 4 4 B3

$ A el SOl AT A5 A7) v « 22 : Seminarian Education Collection * 9A] : 11 34(¥)
2. 913 24 I . oo 10,247 oy

- 1192 HR9A9Y] g9yt mA A o 9 919 497 ColA - 119 89(2) 9A 114] - Bl : 2} nlalo}

TE RS Y, 1L 20259 %A% A4 85 o
SO A S A= ele) 97 - Siald AEAL S PAAYE

P TR L) T &Y « L 70 997 AR QAR F420] g BE BT U AR

go] S4o] t= A=A g2 4USE 7|5kl 7= o 410101 915]: AR A B A, WAAEA, FTAH H

2Pyt old e S 7HEE w39 6719 o 24U S © A= =7

ot Jurt. 9FEUol= AL Fo o E 53] QlsYtt. 12 Trunk or Treat _ ~
4. AN 7} ohj « GA 110 €27 L UARE - TS 31%% Olﬂo]é‘

« O T = Z.51 11 [e] o] =2 ¥e)

S e o BV IO N

13. oA 34 AR AT 2w

5. AR e 119 59(3H) 1 Eg MAo At 21 gAlo] EFAZ A

<A 11 29 (B) 24 104] 30& alﬂlljé}a(gb 1= 58 AAY 3 A Ao] FRAZ AL

« A4 : Forest Lawn East Cemetery °eRT

« 34 13700 Forest Lawn Dr, Matthews, NC 28104 14. %‘-;-]’-i j;‘_:- ?j}ﬂ°§ %\7& oy

o« ZA ;o OAQ—r 2| ALE0l9] A

eAxed ey . L1 118109(2) 27 84

° OE]XC-)] . 10%2104(9%]) ~ 109%] 310’\5.1(%) o Meeting D : 813 360 8420
7. &9 A% oA AA gy * Password : 12345

* Rev.Innocent C. Amasiorah . .

o 15. Daylight S
+ 94108 2799) 18 390 2 24
8 OJA HESIH
&1 OJAt MEM QOt
- HI A AR | 224 BIQRAUA|Q, MRA OtER|OF AFAFY 0|71
FU5=2 | $1,048.00 | DSA $ 430.00 i
S ] o1 /2 i iy
193 | $1868.00 23t 3 $419.00 2 TE/EN ;;' =
A= 52| $467.00 |EYO|M $6,000.00 57 VS A HA S
- AEHI0FY 10827 U | T ST
04 OJA $196.00 = $10,418.00 10:30am Eli E';f’ ;AlLr
IR YEH, [0, YO, 512, WA, U, UBA, BT EEE g
OIZ2, ZAI, O+, 23|, HIX 67 Lol 2 2HS
' ’ ’ : UZH3IFY |11 EI3YUY) |- 5 A2 LU

* DSA : 7[0l, 7, 2AIS, Bl AR e | e o e
« 21 7|13 EHI0|M : AMRE - S0[E 7|8 EH[0]M : QFYEI c= T
A% A 3039 St. John Lee Korean Catholic Church A 0|82 28t $t0l FZFE113|




When Jesus asked Bartimeus what he wanted him to do for him, he
pleaded that he wanted to Jesus to restore his sight. He knew exactly what
his greatest problem was, blindness. Ask anyone which of their senses they
are least prepared to lose. Certainly, everyone would say it is the sense of
sight. Some people would even prefer to lose everything they had instead
of getting blind. This goes to underline the value of the sense of sight to

a human person. That was the same with Bartimeus and might even be
worse if we consider that he seemed to have lost his sight sometime in his
life. We can, therefore, appreciate the enormity of what Jesus did for him. It
was like giving him back his life in full. Up until that time, he was still carrying
a burden no one would ever want to carry. He was apparently half alive. But
with the restoration of his sight, he could begin to live his full life again. His
gratitude to Jesus must have known no bounds. The Lord had also said in
John 10:10 that, “I have come that they may have fullness of life.”

Bartimeus was an example of persistent prayer and, paradoxically, he

was blind but more visionary than the people who could see. He saw an
opportunity to be healed and grabbed it. First, though blind, he noticed an
unusual crowd traffic around him. He asked what it was all about and was
told Jesus was passing by. He acted at the spur of the moment. He cried
out to Jesus for help. It is interesting how he waited for no one to do that

for him. This could also mean that salvation is a personal journey with the
Lord. You don't expect anyone to do it for you, but people can do it with you.
Despite how heavy your burden could be on you; you can still stumble along
like the blindman to Jesus who alone can remove the burden from you.

The interesting thing here is that Jesus is waiting for you to come, just as he
waited for Bartimeus. Everything else is suspended just for you, just for us to
approach.

For Bartimeus, his journey was becoming illusive and more difficult each
time he cried out, but he never yielded, nor did he give up on his prayer.
Even when response from Jesus became apparently impossible, he
remained steadfast. In the end, he surmounted all difficulties obstructing

his efforts to be healed and he received his healing. Why would you want
to give up on your efforts, your prayers, on your good life and good deeds,
because of opposition, or because you felt that Jesus seemed to be passing
you by without saying a thing? Did you consider that Jesus might want

to see if you really meant what you were doing or not? Or that he might
want to see you try harder? Are you sure you want to stop doing the right
thing because of opposition, because the crowd is against you? In the kind
of society we are, are we supposed to give up to those who are against

our spiritual and physical wellbeing just because their voices are louder?
Bartimeus refused. He raised his voice, too. He persevered, just as the
Lord teaches that whoever perseveres until the end will be saved. Let us go
home and do likewise.

Amen.
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